Kindergarten Late Spring Nature Walk: One-Page Summary
This walk has different themes and activities, do in any order to avoid crowding among the groups.
• Looking at seasonal changes....find a spot to sit (on wall, under tree, in the meadow) and use your
senses to describe changes:
o Close your eyes and feel the wind and hear the wind, what other sounds?
o Feel the air, how is different from autumn or winter?
o The sunlight feels stronger/warmer.
o Do you hear different sounds? Birds, insects
o What do you see on the ground? Green growth. Can you dig in the earth? Soft now.
• Water: What happened to the snow? Can we see the brook? Is the water moving? Yes. It flows down
hill. The water helps animals and plants grow.
• What happens to the animals in spring? Are there any in the school yard? Yes. How do we know? We
see them and hear them. We might even smell a skunk. Take a quiet moment to listen for the bird calls.
o Some animals come back to life from eggs, such as insects. Insects and caterpillars can eat
leaves.
o Birds return from winter homes--we can watch for them. They might eat seeds or worms.
o There are fox, deer, skunks, raccoons, squirrels, chipmunks, mice, and small snakes that live
nearby our school. They might eat seeds from plants or insects or other critters. We may see
them once in a while, but more likely to see their poop or tracks along the stream.
• What about the plants? What happened to them? They are blooming and growing leaves.
o For the spring walk, we do not collect samples, as plants are trying to grow (In fall we did
collect fallen leaves and seeds because this didn’t disturb the growth.)
o Many plants come to life in spring. Look at dandelions. (Usually there are some over the bridge
in the meadow.) Can dig one up with trowel to look at roots. What we might think of as one
flower is actually a collection of lots of different flowers. Kids can look at dandelion with
magnifying glass to see it is a collection of flowers, each with a seed; can also blow dandelion
seed head.
o Some of the bigger plants (trees) are growing flowers, leaves and more branches. In the winter
walk, students marked some trees with blue tape. As you explore, look for trees with blue tape.
Does anyone remember which tree they tagged? How has it changed since winter? Here are
some trees you might discuss:
 White Pine - Big pine tree between wall and playground. You can see the new growth.
Does this tree have a leaf? Yes, its pine needle is its leaf.
 Mountain Ash - tree outside ramp rail next to half-day Kindergarten room. They pass
this tree every day out to recess, but take a moment to observe it in spring as a scientist.
 Decaying tree – See if the children can spot any decaying trees in the woods. Contrast
them to the blooming trees. Decaying trees are a home for woodpeckers. What will
happen to this tree over time?
Record what you see on the Signs of Spring worksheet. We do not distribute each child a worksheet as it can be
distracting to them.
There is a path through the woods. It starts behind the play structure goes a short way through the woods, over
a bridge, continues as a mowed path through the meadow. This is a great way to see woods and tall grasses of
meadows.
Use the boxes to observe an insect, and then release it. The skunk burrow referenced on page 21 no longer
exists.

